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suspected the call was coming from
a mental hospital. He told Zechel
that while he recalled no such inci-
dent, “If you think it happened and
you want to talk about it, go ahead.”

Soon afterwards AK, his credibil-
ity shattered, slunk out of sight and

has not been heard from‘— or
believed — in quite a while.
x ¥ ¥

HERE crashed saucers were
. concerned, there were three
kinds of informants: those who sim-
ply repeated stories they had heard
somewhere; those who claimed
firsthand experience, either as ac-
tive participants in recovery opera-
tions or as observers, accidental or
otherwise, of wreckage and bodies
(usually at Wright-Patterson); and
those who produced photographs.
Two years after Stringfield’s con-
troversial presentation at the Day-
ton MUFON conference, 1 ran into
him in Houston, where MUFON
was hosting its 1980 conference. He
knew of my deep skepticism of the
crashed-disc claims, I had expressed
this_skepticism in no uncertain
terms in various articles- and re-
views, but Stringfield, a genuinely
nice man, always accepted the criti-
cism in good humor and conceded
that the evidence was hardly con-
clusive. But now, he said, he thought
he might have something.
Soon afterwards he &nd I went to
lunch with Bill Moore and Stanton
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cussed in Part 111 of this. article.
Stringfield had with him something
that he said had been taken from an
“intelligence file.” He reached into
his briefcase and brought out pho-
tographs of an alien being in cold

storage.
The photographs were not terrib-

ly clear but there was no mistaking
their subject.

There was also, as it happened,
no mistaking their origin. Someone
had actually seen them being taken.
This time the source was not some
anonymous informant fearing offi-
cial retribution. It was UFO pro-
moter-publisher Timothy Green
Beckley. He subsequently testified
that the pictures had been taken in

the offices of a notorious pulp mag-
azine which regularly concocted
lurid UFO hoaxes and presented
them as true stories. The “alien,”
Beckley said, was a four-inch doll.
In November 1977 the picture
adorned the cover of Ancient As-
tronauts. The accompanying text
read: “EXCLUSIVE PROOF POS-
ITIVE: SPACE ALIEN DISCOV-
ERED BENEATH THE EMPIRE
STATE BUILDING!!” The picture
was used again in the July 1980
issue of UFO Sightings, a compan-
ion magazine to Ancient Astro-
nauts.

Stringfield admitted he had been

taken in, but he suggested the hoax

had been perpetrated by an intelli-

Friedman, who were well into the
investigation of a matter to be dis-

gence agency seeking to discredi
his other cases. As he wrote in the

/
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December 1980 issue of the MU-
FON UFO Journal, “1 cannot help
but wonder if somebody in a power-
ful position pressed the ‘silence’
button. And one may also speculate
about the timely release . . . of
another set of [hoax] photos alleg-
ing to show a burnt alien body
recovered from a Mexican crash
site in 1948. . ..”

He was alluding to a ludicrous,
and somewhat ghoulish, episode in
which an individual who already
had a well-deserved reputation as a
spinner of yarns tried to pass off a
photograph of a dead (human) pilot
as a picture of an extraterrestrial
lying face down amid spaceship
wreckage. Impressionable viewers
were asked to believe that the pilot’s
helmet was the humanoid’s over-
sized head. They were also required

not to notice the aviator glasses a.

foot or so away.

Practically nobody was fooled,
although a group calling itself the
Coalition of Concerned Ufologists
rushed into print with a monograph,
Alien Body Photos: An Updated
Report, vehemently defending the
pictures and lambasting their legion
of critics. A few months later some
of the same individuals were back
with An [nvestigative Report Into
the Alledged [sic] Alien Body
Photos, blasting the pictures and
proving conclusively — if any such
proof were needed — that they were
not what they were said to be. They
had not even been taken in Mexico
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in 1948 but in an eastern state some
years later.

Hoaxes, however, have more lives
than one and even so transparent a
one as this returns to life in Stein-
man and Stevens’ recent UFO Crash
at Aztec. The authors charge that
the photographs’ critics “were
roused by the various agensies [sic]
of counterintelligence and diginfor--
mation. .. and sent in to do battle.”
Steinman and Stevens use as their
source the Alien Body Photos
booklet but curiously neglect to
mention the authors’ subsequent
repudiation of it.

* %k
Y 1980 ufology’s brief excursion
into the world of crashed sau-
cers had just about run its course. It
had been a wild ride but it had come
to an unexciting conclusion which
might be summarized as follows:

Not all persons who claimed
firsthand knowledge of crashed
discs were obvious con artists, psy-
chopaths or pathological liars, al-
though as we have seen such types
played a large role in the evolution
of this UFO-age folk belief. Some
claimants (even some who told the
most fantastic tales, such as String-
field’s physician informant who said
he had performed the autopsies)
were respected figures in their com-
munities and had no apparent rea-
son to lie. And some of the stories,
especially those set at Wright-Pat-
terson, laid claim to so many com-
mon features that even those who
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couldn’t bring themselves to believe
them couldn’t help feeling a certain
fascination. Even if one rejected out
of hand all the twicetold tales and
dismissed all the others with seem-
ing inconsistencies and ambiguities,
a body of intriguing but unverified

——=3p= testimony remained.

Unfortunately, there wasn’t much
one could do about it. Much of it
was simply uninvestigatable. The
stories that were investigatable usu-
ally turned out to be hoaxes —
which of course hardly inspired
confidence in the rest. But even if
the sincerity of some informants
was presumed, they had nothing to
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which such fantasies are related
may give them a false authority.
Those individuals who pass into
civilian life may repeat the rumors
in good faith. Other persons. .. may
simply place themselves inside the
rumors to impress girl friends, wives
and acquaintances.”

Other critics used a priori argu-
ments. They held that even if infor-
mants seemed sincere, their stories
could not be true because they were
impossible. The cleverest a priori
argument was advanced by George
W. Earley who rejected the stories
because ‘“crashed saucers [could
not] have been transported from the

offer but their word for allegations

Southwest to the Midwest on the

that needed a lot more than that to -

be credible.

Wondering how we might explain
the prevalence of such testimony if
it had no basis in fact, | suggested
(in a Zeretic Scholar article) that we
were seeing a new folklore in the
making, something 1 called “Sol-
dier’s Tales; or, the Horrendous
Secrets | Learned in the Service.”

“For many-people,” I wrote, “the
most important period in their lives
was the time they spent in the
military, when in fact some may
well have been privy to secret in-
formation. All human institutions,
including intelligence agencies, have
rumor mills through which stories
may circulate. The environment in

road_system existing in_the late
1940’s and early 1950’s” (March
1981 FATE).

Others protested that a secret o

l_('ggt_—- an unpersuasive argument,
since if even one-tenth of the stories
in circulation were true the secret
had not been kept. One might say
the secret hasn’t been kept; it just
hasn’t been believed.

But then why should anyone be-
lieve it? If it was true, where was the
evidence?

As it turns out, the evidence had
been there from the very beginning.

But nobody knew where to look. J
This is Part II of a four-part

article.

*

N

. this magnitude simply could not be

L ——a

A
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10 minutes. He had several
evidential messages, one
from his good friend Boris
Sacharow whom he thought
to be living. Only later did he
learn that Boris. had been
killed in an automobite acci-
dent two weeks before. He
also had some cross corre-
spondence with other per-
sons making similar tapes.
Toward the end of his life
he was actively workingona
documentary TV film of his
paranormal taping activity.
Rumor is that the film has
been completed and shown
over a Luxemburg station.
He was also, since 1980, try-
ing to obtain pictures of his
unseen friends on a TV set.
He was unable to get such
pictures but was told they
would appear when the TV
film was being broadcast.
There has been no confirma-
tion of such an event. '
Although Jurgenson, a lov-
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ing and kind individual, is
best known for his taping of
paranormal voices, he also
had many other talents. Be-
sides being a linguist and
ornithologist he was a con-
cert operatic soloist, a fine
professional painter, a film
and TV producer and an ar-
chaeologist.

He belonged to no politi-
cal party or religious sect or
social order nor was he in-
terested in other “isms.” He
was a pacifist who believed
in loving all creatures.

For more information on
Jurgenson's life, please refer
to the following: Susy
Smith's Voices of the Dead?;
Walter and Mary Jo Uphoff's
New Psychic Frontiers, Peter
Bander's Voices from the
Tapes; Konstantin Raudive’s

Breakthrough; Friedrich Jur-

genson’s German language
Sprechfunk mit Verstorbenen.
—W.M. Hearon.

STOLEN: THREE DINOSAUR TRACKS

NEAR AUSTIN, Tex., three fossilized dinosaur tracks which sur-

vived 100 million years of floods and erosion were stolen in the late
summer of 1986. The tracks, about 14 inches long and five feet apart, were
removed individually and in their place are three holes in the limestone
bedrock, about three feet square and six inches decp. Raymond Mick,
owner of the land from which the tracks were taken, said the task would
have required at least two men with a truck, a masonry saw and possibly a
jackhammer. He estimated the welght of each track-bearing block of

limestone at 500 pounds.

By Jerome Clark

T RATES a mere three para-
graphs in Ted Bloecher’s compre-
hensive Report onthe UFQO Wave o,
1947 (1967), where it is listed under
the heading “Hoaxes and Mistakes.”
The incident, which Bloecher char-
acterizes as an “cmbarrassingly ob-
vious mistake,” occurred in early
July of that year. As Bloecher tells it,
“afarmer named Brazell [sic] discov-
ered a ‘disc’ on his ranch at Corona.
After heaning news broadcasts of
flying saucer reports, Brazell, who
had stored the ‘disc’ in a barn, noti-
fied the Sheriff’s Office in Roswell
who in turn notified Major Jesse A.
Marcel, of the Roswell Army Air

Ficld inte igence office. The ‘disc’
was taken to Roswell Field for exam-

ination. Through a series of clumsy
;blunders in public relations, and a
esire by the press to manufacture a
ﬁrashed disc if none would obligingly
rash of itself, the story got blown up
ut of all proportion in headlines
at read ‘Crashed Disc Found in
ew Mexico.’” _
In reality, Bloecher writes, the
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For 40 years the U.S. government '
has kept silent about the most important UFO case of all,

Part I1I

“disc™ was composed of tinfoil and
was the wreckage of a “high altitude
weather device.” The matter was
cleared up when the material was
flown to Eighth Air Force head-
quarters in Fort Worth, Tex., and
Brig. Gen. Roger M. Ramey an-
nounced the mundane truth to
assembled reporters.

‘Bloecher’s account of what hap-
pened 1s_based_entirely on news-
paper stories from the period.

N SEPTEMBER 15, 1950,

members of the Canadian em-
bassy staff were paniclpatm; ina.
routine meeting in the Washington
office of American physicist Robert
Sarbacher. Dr. Sarbacher, a mem-
ber of the Defense Department’s
Research and Development Board,
was an impressively credentialed
professional: a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Florida (1933), Princeton
(1934) and Harvard (Sc.D., 1939), 2
Harvard instructor in physics and
communications engineering (1936-
40), a professor of electrical engi-
neering at the Illinois Institute of
Technology (1940-42), a visiting
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professor at Harvard (1941), a war-
time scientific consultant to the
navy (1942-45), a dean of the
graduate school af the Georgia
Institute of Technology (1945-49),
an inventor, an author of technical
works such as Hyper and Ultra-
High Frequency Engineering
(1944), head of his own business
and member of.a number of cor-
porate boards. In 1950 he was one
of a number of accomplished busi-
nessmen and scientists ‘serving as
“dollar-a-year men” — volunteers
providing their time and expertise
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radio engineer with the Canadia
government’s Department of Trans/
port, summarized Sarbarcher’

MR RARD.

2 The matter is the most highly
classified subject in the United Stat
Government, rating higt_\er even than,
the H-bomb.
b. Flying saucers exist,
¢. Their modus operandi is unknown}
but concentrated effort is being made by,
a small group headed by Doctor Van
nevar Bush.
d. The entire matter is considered by,
the United States authorities to be off

to the Defense Department.

There was nothing unusual about
the meeting. Sarbacher and the em-
bassy personnel got together peri-
odically to_discuss matters of con-
cern to the national security of their
countries. Typically these related to
Sarbacher’s specialty, the technical
problems associated with guided-
missile control. But the conversa-
tions often dealt with other matters
as well.

On this late-summer day the
Canadians were curious about
claims made in a best-selling book,
Behind the Flying Saucers, by enter-
tainment columnist Frank Scully
(see Part II). Was it true, they
asked, that_the U.S. government
possessed the remains of crashed
flying discs and their dead occu-
-pants? .

s ges, it was, Sarbacher _s_aié)A
ovember 21, 1950, memo pre-

pared by W. B. Smith, a senior

cemendous significance.

‘ In 1950, as now, the public posi-

tion of the U.S. government was|
that{UFOs were all explainable Jor
potentially explainable, as misinter-
preted conventional phenomenaj
and hoaxes. Smith was sufficiently
impressed by what he heard,to urge
the Canadian government to set up

a UFO project, which it did soon

afterwards, under the code name
Magnet, under Smith’s direction.
The Smith memo was classified

Top Secret until 1969, when it was|

downgraded to_Confidential. In
1978, when Canadian ufologist
Arthur Bray secured a copy from
his government, he began an investi-
gation, hoping to learn just who
Smith’s source had been (Sarbach-
er’s name is not mentioned in the
memo, nor is the _date of the

meeting). Bray eventually gained
access to the late W. B. Smith’s

|
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notes,and got the information he
was looking for.

{ The notes purport to recount the)
conversation word for word. At one
point Smith asks, “Do they come
from another planet?” Sarbacher
replies, “All we know is, we didn’t
make them, and it’s pretty certain
they didn't originate on the earth.”

“Is there any way in which I can
get more information?” Smith says.

“I suppose you could be cleared
through your own Defense Depart-
ment,” Sarbacher says, “and 1 am
pretty sure arrangements could be
made to exchange information. If
you have anything to contribute, we
would be glad to talk it over, but I
cant give you any more at the
present time.” '

Sofar as anyone knows, that was
the last Smith ever heard about the
Ultimate Secret, at least from a U.S.
government source.)) -

In 1982 Bray reported all this to
the annual conference of the Mutual
UFO Network. In due course —
specifically, when investigator Wil-
liam Steinman found Sarbacher’s
name and three-inch, tiny-print
entry in Who's Who in America —it
was learned that he was still alive

and living in Florida. Steinman

rote him and on November 29,
(1983 )Sarbacher responded.

Sarbacher said he remembered
the meeting at whi FOs were
discussed, and(confirmed) that_he
had said what the memo indicated

he had said. He wrote, “My associa-

89

tion with the Research and Devel-
opment Board . .. was rather limited
so that although I had been invited
to participate in several discussions
associated with the reported recov-
eries, I could not personally attend
the meetings. . . . Naturally, I was
more familiar with the subject mat-
ter under discussion, at that time.
Actually, I would have been able to
give more specific answers had I
attended the meetings concerning

the subject. You must understand -

that I took this assignment as a
private contribution. . . . My first
responsibility was the maintenance
of my own business activity so that
my participation was limited. -
“About the only thing I remember
at this time is that certain materials

reported to have come from flying =

saucer crashes were extremely ight
and very tough. I am sure our
laboratories analyzed them very
carefully.

“There were reports that instru-
ments_or_people operating these
machines were also of very light
weight, sufficient to withstand the
tremendous deceleration and accel-
eration associated with their ma-
chinery. I remember in talking with
some of the people at the office that

I got the impression these ‘aliens’
were constructed like certain insects

we have observed on earth, wherein
because of the low mass the inertial
forces involved in operation of these
instruments would be quite low. .
“] still do not know why the high

®
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- that he just couldn’t remember

&
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order of classification has been invited to attend a.conference at
given and why the denial of the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
existence of these dgyjces.” where air force personnel were to
On January 17/ 1985;)u ure of discuss what they had concluded to
what to make of aTFthis date from their analysis-of the
Sarbacher and talked with him for recovered material. Unfortunately,
about an hour. During my long owing to pressing other business,
association with UFO study,l had Sarbacher did not go,but did talk
heard a lot of wild, unverifiable with those who did. :
stories about crashed discs and I Mostly, however, Sarbacher
had long been skeptical. Many could not recall important details
tellers of such tales had provento be  such as where the UFOs had come
pathological liars, nobodies trying down. He said he had not been
to make themselves seem like some-  personally involved in the UFO
bodies by pretending to be privy to  project,and his own attention had
the Ultimate Secret. But Sarbacher been focused on matters of ‘more
certainly didn’t seem to be one of pressing concern to him, such as
these. Before I called, I'd spent time  guided-missile control. Aside from
in the library finding out what I hearing about the recoveries, seeing
could about him. It was not clearto  some of the official documents and
me what the author of a book such  beinginvited to attend a conference,
his own involvement was confined
to being taken to sites where ground
had been scorched following a UFO
landing. He said that he and his

Electronics and Nuclear Engineer-
ing had to gain by telling falsehoods
about crashed UFOs, especially in
the official position he occupied in
1950.

the traces)from the perspectives of

colleagues were asked(to examine)

their various areas of expertise and
to see what they could learn. Sar-
bacher could not recall where these
sites were.

I remarked that he seemed
awfully blase for a man who knew
something that many people would
regard as extraordinary. Sarbacher
allowed as how this was probably so
but said his life had been a busy one,
with many responsibilities and in-
terests, and essentially the UFO
aspect was something he really had

Sarbacher turned out to be
friendly but apologetic, saying that
all this had happened so long ago

much of it. Yes, colleagues and
friends such as Vannevar Bush
(President Truman’s chief science

advisor) and mathematician John

von Neumann were involved and
they had told htm about the recov-

ered vehicles, which were believed
to be from another solar system. He

said that on one occasion he was
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not been able to pursue or even give
a great deal of thought to. He told
me he had never read a book on the
subject and I determined that he
didn’t even know the name of the air
force’s UFO project, Blue Book.

Sarbacher, unlike others who had
told me about the Ultimate Secret,
seemed entirely straightforward and
honest. When he didn't remember
something, which was often, he
answered my questions by saying,
“I dont know.” He treated the
entire matter simply as a curiosity,
not as some big truth to which he as
someone important was privy. In
fact, he was disarmingly modest. “I
wish I could refer you to someone
who was more directly involved
than I was,” he said. “Unfortunately
they’re all long gone.”

Sarbacher was reluctant to specu-
late even when I encouraged him to
doso.“ldon’t know why this is still

asecret,” he said. “Maybe it was the
{Orson] Welles [‘Invasion from
Mars’] broadcast — people get
excited and their imagigation runs
away. [The government]didn't seem
to want anyone to believe vehicles
from interstellar space were here. |
don’t think the whole thing’s un-
raveled yet.”

Ufologists and fellow physicists
Bruce Maccabee and Stanton Fried-
man (Friedman spent part of a day
with Sarbacher on the latter’s
yacht) heard precisely the same
story. He-neither elaborated on it
nor contradicted himself. He related
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the story only when asked to do so
and he did not act in any way like a
man who was trying to draw atten-

“tion to himself — not that someone
" of his considerable professional

accomplishments had any need to
do so. Invariably modest about his
limited role in the matter, he de-
clined invitations to speak publicly
at UFO conferences or other fo-
rums. In short, if Sarbacher had
been talking about anything but the
Ultimate Secret, it would not have
occurred to anybody to think he
was lying.

It was my impression — and the
impression of all others who spoke
with him — that Sarbacher (who
died in the summer of 1986) was
telling the truth as he understood it.
No other explanation makes sense.
In any case, by now there is a great
deal of independent evidence to sug-
?g_gt that, beneath all the lies and

antasies about crashed discs, there
is an Ultimate Secret and it is very
much like the one Sarbacher de-
scribed. ‘ '

t X X

N JANUARY 1978 the most im-

portant investigation in the his-
tory of civilian UFO research began.

William L. Moore, a schoolteach-
er and aspiring writer from Herman,
Minn., and Stanton T. Friedman, a
nuclear physicist with a long profes-
sional resume and a longtime inter-
est in the UFO phenomenon, were
eating pizza in a Morris, Minn,,
restaurant and discussing some odd
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rumors they’d been hearing —
rumors that, if true, would turn an
obscure incident from three decades
earlier into the most crucial case of
all time. If what they were hearing
had any foundation, all of UFO
history would have to be rewritten.
And although they had no inkling
of it then, the investigation on which

they were about to embark would
change their own lives forever.

l#e first hint that what would be
called the “Roswell incident™ was
more than a silly misunderstanding
about a weather balloon had come
two or three years earlier, when a
California forest ranger told the late
Bobbi Ann Gironda, a writer inter-
ested in UFOs, that his mother had
had an interesting UFO experience
in New Mexico. When Gironda and
Friedman interviewed her, the wom-
an, Lydia Sleppy, told a strange
story. ‘

She said that at four o’clock in
the afternoon of July 7, 1947, as she
‘was operating the teletype at radio
station KOAT in Albuquerque, she
got a phone call from Johnny Mc-
Boyle, reporter and part owner of
sister station KSWS in Roswell.
KSWS had no teletype of its own
but used KOAT’s when it had some-
thing it wanted to go out.

McBoyle was excited. He re-
ported that one of those flying
saucers everyone had been talking
about had crashed near Roswell.
He'd been out there and seen it.-It
looked like a “big crumpled dish-

L]y

pan.” The army was there and was
going to pick it up. “And get this,”
he added. “They'’re saying some-
thing about little men being on
board. . . . Start getting this on the
teletype right away while I'm on the
phone.”

Sleppy began typing as McBoyle
dictated the story to her. A few
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lecture at a local television station,
he was introduced to the manager
who casually suggested he talk with
Maj. Jesse Marcel. Marcel, he said,
had actually handled a UFO “way
back.” He'd known Marcel a long
time because of their mutual inter-
est in ham radio.

Friedman called Marcel who

sentences latef the teletype stopped.
Assuming there was a mechanical
problem, Sleppy told McBoyle what
had happened. McBoyle suddenly
seemed distracted. From what she
could overhear, it sounded as if he
were talking with _someone else.
Then he said to her in a strained
voice, “Wait a minute, I'll get back
to you.” At that moment the tele-
type resumed working. Now it was
spelling out a_message apparently
directed to Sleppy: “ATTENTION
ALBUQUERQUE: DO NOT
TRANSMIT. REPEAT DO NOT
TRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE.
STOP COMMUNICATION IM-
MEDIATELY.”

Astonished, Sleppy infornm

McBoyle of what she was seeing.
McBoyle replied tersely, “Forget
about it. You never heard it. Look,
you're not supposed to know. Don't
talk about it to anyone.”

When Friedman located McBoyle

claimed that while in the army air

force,he picked up a great quantity
of matenial from a crashed UFO

near Roswell. He couldn’t recall
exactly when it happened but it had
been a long time ago.

Marcel sounded sincere but Fried-
man, having heard his share of
unsubstantiated tales of the Ulti-
mate Secret, wasn't entirely con-
vinced.

Still, he was intrigued and as he
and Moore discussed these two
stories, putting them into the con-
text of the curiously persistent
rumors of the Ultimate Secret, they
decided that an investigation was
worthwhile. After all, this time they
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neighbors of the direct witnesses;
Friedman and Moore interviewed
them as a way of checking the
reliability of the firsthand infor-
mants. The other 29 informants
provided useful background infor-
mation. : r
The names of most of these in-
formants are on the public record.
Some have been interviewed by
newspaper reporters and network-
television journalists (most promi-
nently on ABC-TV’s popular Nighi-
line). Their stories are consistent
and the accuracy of their testimony
has never been seriously chal-
lenged.* The Roswell incident, for )
all its mindboggling implications, is
one of the best-documented casesin
UFO history. If the informants are
not radically mistaken about what
they observed and experienced,
these conclusions seem inevitable:
UFOs are extraterrestrial spacecraft
and the U.S. government has known

o)

that, and covered it up, for more J
than four decades.

had some real names. Typically
Ultimate Secret stories were second-
or thirdhand or the informants were
anonymous and untraceable. -
Before they were through eigh‘ﬂ
years later, Friedman and Moore
had located and interviewed 92 per-

and asked him about the episode,
McBoyle said, “Forget aboutit. ...
It never happened.”

On January 20, 1978, Friedman
lectured on UFOs at the University
of Louisiana. While promoting the

sons who knew something about

the Roswell incident. Thirty of these
were individuals directly involved
with the discovery, recovery or
cover-up of the object. Thirty-three

*The few attacks on the case by would-be de-

bunkers have been characterized by misrepresen-
tation of the evidence and avoidance of substan-
tive issucs. ln the October 1980 issue of Discover:
Leon Jaroff bizarrely charged that the Roswell
incident had been reconstructed through a “series
of second, third, and even fourth-hand accounts,

quoting cyewitnesses who are usually nameless or
long since dead.” An only slightly less lame

attempt to refute the Roswell evigence appears in

an article by Philip J. Klass (“Crash of the

Crashed-Saucer Claim,” Skeptical inquirer,

Spring 1986). This spectacularly inept picce, every

one of whose contentions Moore disposes of in an

International UFO Reporier article (*Phil Klass

and the Roswell Incident: The Skeptics Deceived,”

July-August 1986), is all the more remarkable for

its having been based on not a single interview

with any of the 92 informants.

were family members, friends or

2/




FULL account of the Roswell

incident, complete with volumi-
nous documentation, is impossible
here because of space limitations.*
What follows is a summary of the
story that emerges from the testi-
mony of the 92 informants:

A glowing object which looked,
in the witnesses’ words, “like two
inverted saucers faced mouth to
mouth™ flew over Roswell, N.
Mex., at 9:50 P.M. on July 2, 1947,
and was observed by Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Wilmot. The disc, which came
from the southeast, was movingina
northwestern direction —where, 75
miles later, near the small town of
Corona, lay a sheep ranch managed
by one W. W. (“Mac™) Brazel.

.That evening an electrical storm
erupted in the Corona area. Some-
time late in the evening Brazel and
two of his younger children, Paul
and Bessie (his wife lived in Tula-
rosa and an older son, Bill, was mar-
ried and living in Lincoln County,
New Mexico), heard something that

-sounded like a loud explosion. The

explosion was peculiar; it was, Bill
Brazel would recall his father had
told him, “different from ordinary
thunder.” Still, the Brazels assumed
it was just part of the storm. It was
not until the next morning that
another interpretation occurred to
them.

*Readers wishing such details are urged to read
Moore’s monograph™The Roswell Incident:
Evidence in the Search for Proof,” available for
$10.00 from Moore at 4219 W. Olive St. #247,
Burbank, Calif. 91505.
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That morning, when he went out

to check on the sheep, Brazel found

the wreckage of some kind of air-
craft scattered over a band a quarter
mile long and several hundred feet
wide. The vehicle seemed to have

exploded. Brazel thought immedi-

ately of the sound he had heard late
the previous evening.

The next day Brazel picked up
some of the material and brought it
to the house. In the evening he
visited his nearest neighbor, Floyd
Proctor, and invited him to come
over and look at the material, which
he described as the “strangest stuff
P’ve ever seen.” Proctor wasn’t in-
terested but Brazel, intensely curi-
ous, decided to ask around and see
if anyone knew where it came from.
The following night Brazel, who
had no phone, drove to Corona and
spoke with his brother-in-law Hollis
Wilson and another man. There for
the first time he heard of the “flying
saucers” that people in New Mexico
and elsewhere had been reporting
for the past two weeks. Wilson and
the other man thought that maybe one
had crashed on the Brazel ranch.

Brazel had his doubts about the
flying-saucer explanation but he
had to admit he'd never seen any-
thing like this material before. He
had already planned to go to Ros-
well to buy a new jeep, so he decided
that while he was doing that, he
would take some of the material to

. the sheriff’s office. :

In the morning he drove down to
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Tularosa, where he left the two
children with their mother, and
continued on to Roswell.
L K R

HEN THE sheriff’s office

phoned Roswell Field to re-
port Brazel’s discovery, Maj. Jesse
Marcel, ranking staff officer in
charge of intelligence, was eating
lunch at the officers’ club. He was
instructed to interview Brazel. After
talking with the rancher, he became
convinced that something impor-
tant had happened and so informed
the base commanding officer, Col.
William H. Blanchard. The two
officers agreed the material was
probably from a downed aircraft.

Anhour later Marcel, Brazel and

a Counter-Intelligence Corps (CIC)
agent named “Cav” Cavitt drove in
separate vehicles to the crashsite. In
a 1979 interview, Marcel described
what they found: J,

There was all kinds of stuff —small
beams about %ths or a half-inch square
with some sort of hicroglyphics on them
that nobody could ﬁecnphcr. These
looked something like balsa wood and
were of about the same weight, although
flexible, and would not burn, There was
a great deal of an unusual parchment-
like substance which was brown in color
and extremely strong, and a great num-
ber of small pieces of a metal like tinfoil,
except that it wasn't tinfoil. ] was inter-
ested in electronics and kept looking for

something that resembled instruments

or_electronic_equipment, but I didn't
find anything. One of the other fellows,
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Cavitt, I think, found a black, metallic-
looking box several inches square. . . .
(The parchment material] had little
numbers and symbols that we had to
call hicroglyphics because 1 could not
understand them. They could not be
read, they were just like symbols, some-
thing that meant something, and they
were_not all the same, but the same
general pattern, I would say. They were
pink and purple. They looked like they
were painted on. These little pumbers
could not be broken, could not be
burned. 1 even took my cigarette lighter
and tried to burn the material we found

“that resembled parchment and balsa,
but it would not burn — wouldn't even

smoke.

The metal, Marcel recalled, was
as thin as the foil in a pack of
cigarettes and weighed practically
nothing. But it could not be bent, or
evendented, with a 16-pound sledge-
hammer. Nor could it be torn or
cut. “It was possible to flex this stuff
back and forth, even to wrinkle it,
but you could not put a crease in it
that would stay. . . .1 would almost
have to describe it as a metal with
plastic properties,” he said.*

*Major Marcel’s 12-year-old son, also named

Jesse, saw some of the material when his father
brought it back from the Brazel ranch. In an

October %I:, 1981, letter to rescarcher Lee
Graham, the younger Marcel, now a physician
practicing in Montana, wrote that “the ¢!

remnants |91 the device left an nmgnng on_my
memory that can never be for, . {am current-
ly unﬂ%rgomg trainingasa Fi%ﬁ Surgeon in the
Army Air National Guard, and have examined

the remaants of many conventional aircraft that
have undergone unfortunatc mancuvers, and

.what 1 saw 1n 1947 is unlike apy t
aircraft ruinage I'have studigd. This craft was not
conventional in any scuse of the word, n that the

4
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not be torn or cut at all ... .
extremely light in weight.”

Bessie Brazel added, “Some of
these pieces had something like
numbers_and lettering on them,
but there were no words we were
able to make out. [When these]
were held up to the light they
showed what looked like pastel
flowers or designs. . . . The figures
were written out like you would
write numbers in columns . . . but
they didn’t look like the numbers
we use at all. What gave me the
idea they were numbers . . . was the
way they were all ranged out in
colors.” According to Walt Whit-
more, Jr., “Some of the material
had a sort of writing on it which
looked like numbers which had
either been added or multiplied
(i.e. in columns).”

x ¥ ¥

Y NOW the story was a national

sensation. When Marcel and
Cavitt returned from the Brazel
ranch, with their cars full of the
material, reporters knew of the al-
leged flying-disc crash. Lt. Walter
Haut, public-information officer at
Roswell Field, had already alerted
Associated Press.

The next day, the eighth, Lieu-
tenant Haut issued(a g.ress)[elease:

. The many rumors regarding the fly-
ing disc became a reality yesterday when
the intelligence office of the 509th Bomb
Group of the Eighth Air Force, Roswell
Army Air Field, was fortunate enough
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to gain possession of a disc through the
cooperation of one of the local ranchers
and the sheriff’s office of Chaves
County.

The flying object landed on a ranch
near Roswell sometime last week. Not
having phone facilities, the rancher
stored the disc until such time as he was
able to contact the sheriff’s office, who
in turn notified Major Jesse A. Marcel
of the 509th Bomb Group Intelligence
Office.

Action was immediately taken and
the disc was picked up at the rancher’s
home. It was inspected at the Roswell
Army Air Field and subsequently
loaned by Major Marcel to higher
headquarters. '

Soon afterwards Colonel Blan-
chard found himself at the receiving
“end of what the Washington Post
~described as a “blistering rebuke”
from his superiors, Eighth Air Force
Commander Brig. Gen. Roger M.
Ramey and Deputy Air Force Chief
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talk with reporters. Then Rame
called 1n the press and announc
that the “disc” was really just a
weather balloon. As proof he dis-
played a weather balloon and
brought in the base weather officer,
Irving Newton, to identify it as
such. Newton would recall that the
balloon material was “very flimsy
— you would have to becareful not
to tear it” — unlike the material at
Roswell. Nonetheless reporters

“ were asked to believe that the bal-

loon and the “flying saucer”™ were
one and the same. Since the object
was known to be nothing out of the
ordinary, there was no reason to do
anything further with it.

In fact, the real material was, in
the words of a Dallas FBI teletype
message sent that evening to J.
Edgar Hoover in Washington, “be-
ing transported to Wright Field by
special plane for examination.”*
Marcel was not aboard. He was sent

{\ Lt. Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, who
(were furioushbout the press release.

back to Roswell and warned to sa
nothing more. As he would tel{

They told him they wanted the mate-
rial shipped immediately to Eighth
Air Force Headquarters (now Cars-
well AFB) in Fort Worth, Tex. So
Blanchard ordered Marcel to load
the material aboard a B-29 and
deliver it to General Ramey. From
there it was to be flown, with Marcel
again watching over it, to Wright
Field in_Dayton, Ohio, where it
would be analyzed.

When Marcel got to Fort Worth,
General Ramey ordered him not to

——
———

Moore many years later, “The cover
story about the balloon [was} just to
get the press off[Ramey’s] back. The
press was told 1t was just a balloon
and that the flight to Wright was

*In February 1981, when Moore located the Dallas
FBI agent who had transmitted the message, the
man refused to talk with him. “I've been living a
happy Tilc here in retirement,” he said. “There
have been no strange men in dark suits on my
%gqt_qg. no mysiérious fires 1n my garage and no
phone calls from Washington. 1 rather enjoy it

that way and ] intend to keepit that way. I am not

intcrested in speaking with you either now or in

the future.”

<
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canceled; but all- that really hap-
pened was that I was removed from
the flight and someone else took it
to Wright.” .

According to retired air force
Brig. Gen. Thomas J. DuBose, who
in July 1947 served as adjutant to
General Ramey’s staff in Fort
Worth, the order to effect a cover-
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(to-pcrson call from a man wh(ﬂ
identified himself as the head of the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion in Washington, D.C. The caller
warned Whitmore that the matter
he was discussing involved national

security and that if he wanted to

keep his license he would drop the

story and forget all about it.)No

up using a phony balloon identifica-
tion{came directly from the Penta-)

sooner had the caller hung up than
the phone rang again. This time it

on,)specifically from Gen. Clem-
ents McMullen. There were, Du-
Bose said, “orders from on high to
ship the material . . . directly to
Wright Field by plane.”

CIC officer Rickett stated flatly,
“The air force’s explanation that it
was a balloon was totally untrue. It
was not a balloon. I never did know
for sure exactly what its purpose
was but it wasn't ours.”

Only those who had not seen the
material were fooled. The late
Colonel Blanchard’s former wife
Emily Simms recalled, “At first he
thought it might be Russian because
of the strange symbols on it. Later
on, he realized it wasn’t Russian
either.”

L X X J )

EANWHILE, in Roswell,

radio station owner W. E.
Whitmore, who had interviewed
Brazel and recorded his account,
tried to get the story on the Mutual
Network wire. but couldn’t get
through. When he began broadcast-
ing preliminary accounts on KFGL,
he received a long-distance person-

was U.S, Senator Chavez of New
Mexico, chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, telling
Whitmore he had better do as the
FCC director said. He did.})

That morning Counter-Intelli-
gence Corps officers Cavitt and
Rickett, and one other man, had
driven to the Brazel ranch and en-
listed Brazel in an effort to recover
more pieces of the wreckage. The
crash site was being guarded by
armed military policemen who were
sending reporters and curiosity-
seekers away. The four returned to
Roswell in- two vehicles (Brazel
drove his own pickup) and in due
course Brazel went his own way,
with the understanding that he was
to meet Cavitt the next morning. At
the base the officers were informed
that because of the press release,all
hell had broken loose and they had
better get Brazel before matters got

even further out of hand. A frantic -

search found the rancher at Whit-
more’s home. :

Brazel was taken and held in-
communicado for a week. He sur-
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faced only on two occasions, both
of them on the eighth, when Brazel,
accompanied by agent Cavitt, ap-
peared at the office of the Roswell
Daily Record and at the KGFL
studio. In each case he told (under
what all surviving members of his
family, Cavitt’s assistant Rickett
and two local reporters all have
described as duress) the story that
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the incident. “Back in those days,”
Bessie Brazel recalled, “when the
military told you not to talk about
something, it wasn't discussed.”
The elder Brazel went to his grave
without ever telling all he knew,
even to family members. Dyring his
detention the air force sent soldiers |
to the site to collect every scrap of
the material they could find. Aerial

the army air force was now circulat-

reconnaissance was conducted and

ing: that the object was only a

both air and surface photographs

balloon.

The next day the Daily Record,
taking the account at face value,
headlined its story ‘“Harassed
Rancher Who Located ‘Saucer’
Sorry he Told About it.”

But at KGFL newsman Frank
Joyce had his doubts. He had been
the first reporter to hear the story.
On the sixth he had called the
sheriff’s office on other business just
when Brazel was reporting his dis-
covery. Sheriff Wilcox suggested
Joyce might want to talk with him
and he did, but the reporter, not
knowing what to make of the story,
did nothing about it. Only when he
got Haut’s press release two days
later,did he realize he had missed a

~ scoop. And when he heard Brazel’s

new version, he recognized it as
m different from the first
one.

Members of the Brazel family
long remembered their father’s bit-
terness (he died in 1965) about how
he had been_ treated. The entire
family was warned not to discuss

.were taken. One of those who par-

ticipated, C. E. Zerbe, recalled in
1983 that the films were not pro-
cessed at Roswell Field. “Every-
thing was sent out by special plane
for processing elsewhere, possibly
at Fort Worth. I never knew for
sure.”

The only evidence that remained
was in the hands of Brazel’s son Bill.
As he would relate years later, “The
air force had a whole platoon of
men out there picking up every
piece and shred they could find.
Still, every time I rode through that
particular pasture I would make a
point to look. Seems like every time
after a good rain I would manage to
find a piece or two that they had
overlooked. After about a year and
a half or two years  had managed to
accumulate quite a small collection
—about enough that if you were to
lay it out on this tabletop it would
take up about as much area as [a]

- briefcase.”

Then one night in 1949 Bill Brazel
visited a watering hole in Corona.
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Behind the UFO cover-up, say intelligence officers, is the deepest
secret of all: contact with bemgs from another solar system.

Partiv

By Jerome Clark

HAT WAS the object that
crashed near Corona, N.
Mez., in early July 19477*
No fewer than 10 of the 30 first-
hand witnesses interviewed Dy
illilam oore and Stanton T.
Friedman identified the object as a
spacecraft. The others say simply
that they have no idea what it was,
The material that the officers from
Roswell Field recovered was re-
ported to be unlike anything used,
then or now, in the construction of
aircraft, balloons or guided missiles.
Non-UFO explanations for the
object that figures in what is called
the “Roswell incident” have been
offered but subsequent investiga-
tion has failed to substantiate them.
Some theorists have proposed that
the object was a Skyhook balloon,
part of the secret U.S. Navy Sky-
hook project to conduct tests in the
“upper atmosphere. In fact, the first
Skyhook balloon was launched
from Camp Ripley, Minnesota, five’
months after the Roswell crash.

A npumber of balloon cxpetl-:".' . Sa
ments were conducted in the Chie

"Fare" ArRiL 41988

loons were familiar to local people,
both military and civilian, and
would not have been mistaken for
something so extraordinary as the
Roswell craft.. When Gen. Roger
Ramey, Commander of the Eighth
Air Force, showed base weather
officer Irving Newton a balloon and
claimed it was the object recovered
at Roswell, Newton was surprised
that the Roswell people hadn’t
recognized it. “It was a regular
Rawin sonde,” he recalled. “They
must have seen hundreds of them.”
Two weather-balloon crashes oc-
curred around the same time, not in
New Mexico but in Ohio, and the
military had no trouble identifying
the devices, which did not have to be
sent on to “higher headquarters” as
was the case at Roswell.

- Classified rocket experiments
(using V-2's) took place at Fort Bliss
in El Paso, Tex., on June 12 and
July 3:but in both cases thg muxnlcs
were recovered.

. ’ S@tgmber Gcn. ‘George
nige ”"Dcputy Asm;&n&

Southwest in 1947, but such bal- . rector

*See Part I1I for an account of the evem and m :

immediate aftermath.

- has apparently been

" be adopted as

. were found in go wreckage.
" remained large

'which csund ‘the orash,
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